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distinction   and   respect.      He  was  to   be   retained   to
satisfy foreign powers, and the distinction between him
and the Company was to be carefully maintained.     The
Committee  were   not   to   be   anxious   to   increase   the
revenue,  especially when it could only be effected by
oppressing the landholders and tenants.    The export of
silver from Bengal, which might produce consequences
fatal to the Company, was to be vigilantly watched and
regulated.   All free traders were to be recalled from the
interior, and the orders  for the  abolition of  the salt
trade were to be obeyed.     "But," he adds, "as I am of
opinion that the trade upon its present footing is rather
beneficial   than   injurious  to  the   inhabitants   of   this
country, and that a continuation of this indulgence, or
some  equivalent,  is  become absolutely necessary,  and
would be an honourable incitement to diligence and zeal
in the Company's service, I flatter myself the Court of
Directors will be induced to settle some plan that will
prove agreeable to your wishes."    The Governor should
assert his position as head of the Government, and make
tours of inspection each season.      "The people of this
country," Clive says, "have little or no idea of a divided
power;   they imagine   all   authority is vested in  one
man.    The Governor of Bengal should always be looked
upon by them in this light, as far as is consistent with
the honour of the Committee and Council.     In every
vacant season, therefore, I think it expedient that he
take a tour up the country, in the quality of a supervisor-
general.    Frauds and oppressions of every sort being by
this means laid open to his view, will, in a great measure,
T>e prevented, and the natives preserve a just opinion of
the importance and dignity of our president, upon whose